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U.S.-China Pact
On Nuclear Aid
Said to Be Near

Longstanding Obstacles
Are Reported Solved

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, July 20 — President
Reagan was formally asked by the
State Department and the Energy De-
partment today to approve a pending
nuclear cooperation agreement with
China, Administration officials said.

They said if Mr. Reagan gave his as-
sent as expected, the long-delayed ac-
cord would be announced during the
visit to Washington next week of Presi-
dent Li Xiannian of China.

The recommendations were signed
by Energy Secretary John S. Herring-
ton and Deputy Secretary of State John
C. Whitehead. They were sent to the
White House this morning, along witha
statement by Kenneth L. Adelman, di-
rector of the Arms Control and Disar-
mament Agency, affirming that the
agreement was consistent with the
American policy opposed to the spread
of nuclear weapons. Under American
law, these recommendations must be
made to the President before he can
sign the agreement.
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new statements have been made by
China about its intention not to help
other nations develop nuclear weapons.

Secretary of State George P. Shultz
had removed himself from considera-
tion of the agreement because his for-
mer company, the Bechtel Corpora-
tion, could benefit from the provisions
in the agreement that open the way for
wmerican companies to bid on a multi-
billion dollar network of atomic power
'stations, an official said.

A semior Administration official said
the United States was attaching consid-
erable *“‘symbolic importance’ to Mr.
Li’s visit.

In addition to the nuclear coopera-
tion accord that affirms that China is
committed to a policy against spread-
ing auclear weapons to other states —
even though it is not formally a signa-
tory to the 1970 iferation treaty
— several other accords will be signed
during the Li visit, the official said.

He-said there would be new agree-
ments ‘on cultural relations, education
and fisheries, and there would be ex-
tensive discussions on the whole range
:r lnﬁu;:nﬁmal and l:\wo-way issues.

. a e delegation.

Mr. u’%rglast :g:k in
Canada, and he is to enter the United
States on Sunday across the Rainbow
Bridge at Niagara Falls. The Chinese
delegation then flies to Washington on
Monday moring.

Reagan’s Role Still Not Clear

Mr. Li is to be greeted by President
Reagan on Tuesday morning at the
White House and is to be the guest of
honor at a state dinner in his honor that

. The extent of Mr. Reagan'’s par-
ticipation will depend on what his doc-
tors advise and on his own inclination,
officials said.

The nuclear cooperation agreement

Mr. Reagan returned to the White was initialed in Peking in April 1984
House today after eight days at Be- during Mr. Reagan’s visit. Richard T.
thesda Naval Hospital and is expected Keanedy, the State Department’s Am-

-at-Large on nuclear nonpro-

” nese Prime
s 0 Ziyang, had stated pub-
licly that China does not favor prolifer-
ation of weapons and does not help
others to develop nuciear weapons.

The inteltll ence data, however, .
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~Admainistration officials said on Fri-
day that the Chinese specialists, whose

activities in Kahuta were never con-

firmed by the Chinese, appear t
been withdrawn. P o have
No Stromg Oppesitien Seen
Lhinese, in addition, have made
) statements affirming a non-
proliferation policy. Li Peng, a Deputy
Prime Minister, who will accompany
Mr. LS bere, said earlier this year that
China does not and will not engage in
ptoliferation.
ix';Ir. Kennedy has boe;an quietly brief-
those members of Congress who
were dubious about the tion
agreement. Caﬁnnhm ai said
today that they did not see any signifi-
O koo the foreign potlcy s
gn policy issues to be
raised during Mr. Li's visit here is the
improvement in Soviet-Chinese rela-
tions, marked by a recent accord on in-
trade. Chinese officials have
been assuring Americans that they do
not expect any dramatic improvement
in Soviet relations outside of the eco-
nomic sphere.
On Thursday, Mr. Li is scheduled to
fly to Chicago, where on Friday he will
inaugurate a new Chinese Consulate
General. An American Consulate in Si-
chuan, in southwestern China, will be
op;;edull'iteﬁ this year.
. visit Los Angeles and tour
Disneyland before departing on July 29

;clyr Hawaii. He returns to China on july

to approve the nuclear accord in the
nextp‘;ew days, his aides said. The %h“mm l’{n‘mv initialed the text
T . Reagan watched. The accord
agreement is limited to a general out- ¢ expected to be iy p
line for the peaceful uses of nuclear j, Washington andmgxl'lvmm,e ﬂnalxmedsigna-
energy, and affirms both sides’ opposi- tyre and sent to Congress in a matter of
tion to the spread of nuclear weapons.  weeks.
The conclusion of the accord followed
two weeks of intensive interagency
meetings aimed at getting it signed
during the Li visit and putting an end to
an awkward situation that arose after
the two sides initialed the accord 15
months ago. The signing was delayed
when Washington found intelligence in-
formation that made it impossible to go
forward with the pact last year.

Shultz Not Involved in Decision

uestions were rai a| a
of Chinese nuclear specialists who had
been seen at a nuclear plant in Paki-
stan, where American intelligence offj-
cials believe work on a nuclear device

cials believe w
ha: i The Chinese are

now thought to have left Pakistan and
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